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School safety plan presented 


$50M GOP proposal tops Dayton’s original budget; gun control measures not included 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota House Republicans 
want to spend $50 million to help 
make schools safer from violence. 

The plan, announced Thursday, 
significantly overlaps with a $21 
million proposal by Gov. Mark 
Dayton, a Democrat, suggesting 
that agreement is possible — on 
measures that don’t include gun 
control. 


$50 MILLION GOP PLAN 


The Republicans’ plan draws 
from an assemblage of proposals 
working their way through the 
Legislature that include physical 
security as well as mental health, 
threat assessment and suicide 
prevention. 

It includes the following: 

«Enlarging pools of grant money 
already available for schools to 
pay for security improvements, 
which could range from school 
police officers to cameras to bul- 
letproof glass, as well as hiring 
mental health professionals or 
training teachers in suicide pre- 


vention. 

Loosening up state laws that 
currently prevent schools from 
spending certain funds, such as 
building maintenance dollars, on 
building security enhancements. 

Schools would have access to the 
money on a per-pupil basis. The 
plan doesn’t say how schools 
should spend the money, but rath- 
er offers a number of categories 
from which individual school dis- 
tricts could choose. 

“Treally hesitate to put myself in 
the shoes of a school district,” said 
Rep. Jenifer Loon, R-Eden Prairie, 


the chair of the House Education 
Finance Committee, who led a 
news conference with a number of 
her colleagues Thursday. “It 
would be not a good idea to be pre- 
scriptive.” 

Loon said that after speaking 
with dozens of school superinten- 
dents from throughout the state, 
she concluded that school districts 
are “kind of all over the map when 
it comes to priorities.” 

In choosing this route, Republi- 
cans avoid being accused of milita- 
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Sweet signs of 


spring — indoors 


JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 


Spring was in the air for Isabelle Schmidt, of Roseville, who will be 2 next week, as she carries 
Poppy from the movie “Trolls” through the Sunken Gardens Thursday at St. Paul’s Como 
Conservatory with her mom, Amber. The spring flower show, which runs through April 22, 
features tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, crocuses, lilies and hydrangeas. Over 10,000 bulbs are used 
throughout the month-long show. Dying flowers are replaced by new ones to keep it beautiful. 
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It’s along season 


PATRICK SEMANSKY / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Minnesota Twins third baseman 
Miguel Sano autographs a baseball 
before opening day Thursday in 
Baltimore. The Twins lost to the 
Orioles 3-2 on a walk-off home run 
in the 10th inning. Coverage in 
Sports begins on Page 1B. 


Russia 
retaliates, 


expels 150 
diplomats 


Escalating rhetoric 
follows nerve agent 
attack in Britain 


By Vladimir Isachenkov 
and Jill Lawless 


Associated Press 


MOSCOW — Russia announced 
the expulsion of more than 150 dip- 
lomats, including 60 Americans, on 
Thursday and said it was closing a 
U.S. consulate in retaliation for the 
wave of Western expulsions of Rus- 
sian diplomats over the poisoning of 
an ex-spy and his daughter in Brit- 
ain, a tit-for-tat response that inten- 
sified the Kremlin’s rupture with 
the United States and Europe. 

The Russian move came as a hos- 
pital treating Sergei Skripal and his 
adult daughter, Yulia, said the wom- 
an was improving rapidly and was 
now in stable condition, though her 
father remained in critical condi- 
tion. 

The Skripals were found uncon- 
scious and critically ill in the Eng- 
lish city of Salisbury on March 4. 
British authorities blamed Russia 
for poisoning them with a military- 
grade nerve agent, accusations Rus- 
sia has vehemently denied. 

Two dozen countries, including 
the U.S., many EU nations and 
NATO, have ordered more than 150 
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Neighbors sue St. Paul over 
Merriam apt. development 


Group claims Marshall 
Ave. project deviates 
from city zoning plan 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


A group of neighbors opposed to a 
proposed five-story apartment 
building at Marshall Avenue and 
Moore Street is suing the city of St. 
Paul for negligence. 

Dubbed the Historic Merriam 
Park Neighborhoods Association, 
the coalition of residents claim the 
city failed to uphold its own zoning 
code when it granted developer Jon 
Schwartzman a density bonus for 


his planned apartment building at 


1973-1977 Marshall Ave. 


Former Minnesota family of eight 
perishes i in 1 mysterious California crash 


a 


d By Paul Elias and Phuong Le 


Associated Press 


“The claims are basically that that 
property is going to be too dense — 
potential water (run-off) issues, sun 
and light issues,” said attorney 
Mike Obermueller, who is repre- 
senting the association as well as 
individual plaintiffs Mary Ander- 
son, Dean Nelson and Scott Van 
Wert. “It’s a lot of building in a very 
small space.” 

Schwartzman plans to tear down a 
triplex and single-family home to 
build a five-story, 16-unit apartment 
building this year, and neighbors 
have repeatedly rallied to block the 
project. 
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TRISTAN FORTSCH / KATU NEWS VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS 
This March 2016 photo shows the Hart family of Woodland, Wash., at 
a Bernie Sanders rally in Vancouver, Wash. Sarah and Jennifer Hart 
and their six adopted children formerly lived in Alexandria, Minn. 
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SAN FRANCISCO — Nobody 
answered the door when a child- 
welfare worker went to the Wash- 
ington state home of the big, free- 
spirited Hart family to investigate a 
neighbor’s complaint that the 
youngsters were going hungry. 

Three days later, the former Min- 
nesota family’s crumpled SUV was 
found at the bottom of a 100-foot 
seaside cliff in Northern California, 
all eight of the Harts presumed 
dead in a mysterious wreck now 
under investigation. Five bodies 
have been recovered, but three chil- 
dren are still missing. 
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